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Newcastle Newcastle; 
WherefOre Art Thou 
Newcastle?, 
Harvey Manning 

W ho am I to suggest that the names of the city 
council and administrators be chiseled into . the Wall of Shame of the Issaquah Al? In 

the last issue of the Alpiner, I spinelessly agreed it was fruit-
less to make a stand at Thermopylae against the Persian 
gold, which is to say, to oppose the Golf Club at Newcastle 
(aka Scott Oki, the Microsoftie alum hailed in the press as 
"the philanthropist") and the Coal Creek Development 
Corporation (aka Warren Razore of the garbage dynasty). 
Money, money, money makes the world go' round and they 
got a lot and we have not. 

I attended the March 17 hearing only because a fear 
was expressed that no fists at all would be shaken at the 
golden steamroller. However, our Cougar Mountain Advo-
cate, Ralph Owen, delivered a strong statement of the club's 
position, and was followed to the microphone by a parade 
of angry defenders of the wildland park. Contrary to pre-
dictions, the room was packed and not with fans of Old-
Razore-city councilette. 

So, nothing's over until it's over. Xerxes might not, after 
all, be able to buy Greece (though that, of course, is still the 
way to bet). In any event, the hands of private parties and 
public officials will have to be gotten dirty mauling irate cit- 
izens of the citylet and the region served by the REGION-
AL park. 

See Newcastle, page 2 

They're Coming Ba-a-a-ck! 
Marilyn Moon 

I t's true! By the time this Alpiner reaches you, it's 
only 3 more months until the salmon return! The 

first weekend of each October is when the Issaquah 
community celebrates this natural wonder with - 
"Salmon Days." This year's event falls of Saturday, 
October 4th, and Sunday, October 5. As in past years, 
IATC will sponsor a booth. This is our club's opportu-
nity to share information about IATC, what we do, 
and introduce folks to the Issaquah Alps trails, via 
maps, books, and of course, YOU folks willing to vol-
unteer in the booth! 

This is a really firn event in which to volunteer! 
You don't need to be an expert on trails. A list of com-
monly asked questions and responses are provided. 
Willing and eager volunteers step forward each year 
about this time to say, "I want to help in the booth!" 
So why don't you come and be part of the festivities?! 

Volunteer opportunities include: 
Booth set-up on Saturday, October 4th, (8 am), 
2-hour shifts throughout each Saturday and Sun- 

day, 10 am-6 pm (2-3 volunteers per shift), 
Volunteer contact person (Do you like talking 

with folks on the phone? This one's easy!), 
Booth take-down on Sunday, October 5, (6 pm). 
For more information OR tovolunteer now, 

please call Marilyn Moon at 425:392-1732 or e-mail 
her at WomanWalk@aol.com. You won't want to -miss 
Out on this annual event!A 
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the snake oil of Oki and Razore hirelings and the flatulence 
of their loyal-to-the-bunker fluiikies were overwhelmed by 
some 40 passionate accusations that the council was aban-
doning the public trust to private greed. The Trails Club 
did its share. Ralph Owen and board member Christina 
Jackson had devoted hours to searching Newcastle city files 
and copying documents. Advice had been obtained from 
elected officials and counsel from attorneys. 

President Konigsmark began our testimony by sharply 
contrasting the situation on the east slopes of Cougar 
Mountain, where the developer and Issaquah and theTrails 
Club and the citizenry have spent years in amicable discus-
sion and collaboration, with the travesty here, on the literal 
and symbolic other side of the mountain. Ralph repeated 
his circumstantial history of the regional park—delibera-
tions by the Newcastle Communities Citizens Committee, 
ordinances adopted by the King County Council. I ren- 

dered a St. Crispin's Day oration which brought one of the 
evening's two outbursts of applause, displays specifically 
forbidden by hizzoner Mayor Todd at the opening of the 
hearing and now causing him to nearly bust gut and gavel. 

Then, the cruncher. Christina's diligent research had re-
vealed certain legal peculiarities in the city's rush to kneel 
before the majesty ofXerxes. She very succinctly and polite-
ly ASKED QUESTIONS. Plainly, from the expressions on 
their faces, the councilors not only had no answers, they 
were baffled by the questions, were totally clueless 

Compass needle spinning wildly, they had to stay the 
plotted course, and never mind that it might lead off the 
edge of the world to where dragons lurk in wait for inno-
cent little citylets. At meeting's end they voted (Pam Lee 
the sole NO) to approve the annexation and zoning de-
manded by the Persian gold. 

Where now? 
Once more unto 

The Apparatus 
President; Ken Konigsmark • 222-4839 

VP, Operations: Marilyn Moon • 392-1732 

VP, Advocacy: Todd Hausmann • 557-1023 

Treasurer; Christina Jackson • 837-0417 

Secretary: Pam Wallenstein • 392-7813 

Board of Directors: 

Haney Manning, Chaftman • 746-1017 

Todd Hausmann '557-1023 

Ted Thomsen • 454-8643 

Brenda Running • 432-2038 

Chauncey Wenner • 313-0577 

George Comstock • 392-7249 

Ken Konigsrnark • 222-4839 

Christina Jackson '837-0417 

Bill Longwell • 222-6775 

Melinda Livingstone • 392-7455 

Hikes Coordinators; Fred and Ann Weinmann • 392- 

9230 

Membership Records: Connie Hinton • 391-6830 

Book SaleslDistribution: Marty Hanson • 392-2458 

Volunteer Coordinator: Open 

Alpiner:Barbara Johnson'e-ma:l:grtblue©vvorldnet.att.net  

lssaquah Advocate: George Comstock • 392-8929 

Cougar Advocates: Harvey Manning • 746-1017 

and Ralph Owen • 746-1070 

Squak Advocate; Ken Konigsrnark • 222-4839 

Tiger Advocates; Larry Hanson • 392-2458 

and Ken Konigsmark • 222-4839 

Grand Ridge Advocate; 

v1elinda Livingstone • 392-7455 

Raging River and Preston Advocate: 

Maryanne Tagney Jones • 222-7615 

Rattlesnake Mtn. and Taylor Mtn. Advocates: 

Te 	n • 454-8643/Ralph Owen • 746-1070 

Chief RngeriTr ii Maintenance; Bill Longwell • 222-677 

Charles Crone • 92-3466 

MT=ee 	: Ted Thomsen • 454-8643 

Ic 	 Tom Lucas 

Hotline: 206-328-0480 

Web stie: http://www.issaquah.org/cornorg/islps/rnlalps.htm  

The Alpiner is published in January, April. July and October b 

The lssaquah Alps Trails Club P.O. Box 351, lssaquah, WA 

98027. Subscriptions: 575/year. 

Distribution:Rodi Ludlum 

Articles are welcome. Preferably on diskerte or e-mail: 

grtblue@worldnetatt.net.  Send diskette or hard copy to P. 0. 

Box number above. Deadlines: Nov 15 for January issue; Feb 

15 forApril; May 15 for July; Aug 15 for September issue. 

NOTE: All phone numbers are area code 425 unless otherwis 

no ted. 



Excerpts from 

the Requiem 

delivered 

April21 

The choice of name, "Newcastle,' for the new little cit-

'let was respectfully aware of time, a sense of place. The 

original Newcastle, in England, was where it wasn't neces-

sary to carry coals to. For a time after the opening of the 

mines here in the I SôOs, this was the busiest place on the 

Pacific Coast to carry coals from. The central stream, Coal 

Creek, drained the horseshoe ring of the Newcastle Hills, 

neighbors and schoolmates of the settlement which had 

faded away when the company mines closed. From these 

'returns" sprang The Coals of Newcastle, detailed history of 

a century and a quarter above and below ground, written by 

the late Lucille MacDonald, published by the Trails Club.... 

Hopes were high that the new Newcastle would deserve 

its honored name. Among the long-time residents within 

the civic boundaries were a nucleus who had a sense not 

only of historv, but a SENSE OF PLACE. Among the 

newcomers were many who immediately felt that sense, 

I apologize for my ignorance in the operation and ma-

nipulaon of new little citylers. I thought that though golf 

is an ancient and honorable sport (some of my best friends. 

..), the existence of 111 courses in western \Vkihington, 
some 24 within a half-hour of Cougar Mountain (not 

counting the'under-coristruction super-courses on the Sam-

mamish Plateau and Snoqualmie Ridge), the Ciry of New-

castle could not help but see that a single golf course would 

he a sufficiency of that sort of amenity) that a SECOND 

golf course not only was an amenity overkill hut was pro-

posed for cynical reasons. Nameib to sell real estate. Live 

right beside a fairway! And how about that FRONT 

tAP? Better than 3000 acres guaranteed never to have a 

shopping center or freeway. 

This REAL ESTATE PROMOTION golf course, all 

18 holes of it, not merely the 2 in the annexation proposal, 

is in the ancient tradition of never underestimate the gul1-

ihility of the half-informed public.. 

Newcastle is not merely another satellite suburh-citvlet 

ofPuget Sound City Nor is it merely one moi'e of the 111 

developments of\Vcstern \Vashington which boasts its own 

backdoor golf course. 

Newcastle abuts the L'\RGEST IN-URBAN WILD-

LAND PARK IN THE UNITED STATES... 

It is a priceless amenity for residents of Newcastle. But it is 

a REGIONAL amenity as well, serving residents south as 

far as Tacoma, north as far as Everett, west across the Sound 

to the Kitsap Peninsula, east to the Cascades. It is, to repeat, 

NATIONALLY UNIQUE. 

It should be treated by the people and hureaucrarcy and 

government of new Newcastle as the quintessence of new 

Newcastle, treasured and guarded from the entrepreneurs 

and gaineboys and garbage men of the world. 

It now seems IT IS NOT. 

Thus, this requiem for old Newcastle, and for the new 

Newcastle that died a-horning--the little city that 

couldn't. A 

not until the 1950s renamed Cougar Mountain. When 

King Counts' focused on its future, beginning in the 1970s, 

the area between between Issaquah and Lake \Vashington 

was addressed by the Newcastle Communities Plan. Since 

the early 1980s the Newcastle Historical Sociery and Is- .saquah Alps Trails Club have staged, the first Sunday in 

June, the 'Return to Newcastle.' an in-gathering of Old 

Ncwcastleites from throughout the \Vest for reunions with 
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New Hope On The 

Newcastle Side Of Cougar!! 
Christina Jackson 

Hats off to over 40 IATC members who took the time 
to write letters to the City of Newcastle or attend the 

April 21st hearing regarding the annexation and rezoning 

of land by the Coal Creek development Corporation adja-
cent to Cougar Mountain Park. This was the most well at-
tended hearing in the history of the City, sending a message 

loud and clear to the mayor and council that citizens and 
user groups felt underrepresented and uninformed in the 
planning process for this parcel. The mayor and city council 
have consequently voiced an interest in creating a citizens' 
advisory group for the project. As the Alpiner goes to press, 

the developer for the property has requested and scheduled 

a meeting with IATC board members to hear about our 
concerns regarding the development plans. A 

Huge DNRlChampion Land 

Exchange Approved! 
Ken Konigsmark 

The DNR Board of Natural Resources approved a go-

ahead for completing a major land exchange which 
will add an additional 7500 acres of land in the Middle 
Fork Snoqualmie river valley and at Cedar Butte to DNR's 
public lands holdings. IATC had lobbied for and encour-

aged this exchange for the last three years, helping to build 

agency and political support for its completion. 

The exchange will extend DNR's ownership from the 

eastern flank of the Mt. Si Natural Resources Conservation 

Area and Mt.Teneriffe down to the flat plain of Grouse 
Ridge, straddling the Middle Fork river, then across and up 

to the slopes bordering Granite Lakes. It also includes the 

land on which Cedar Butte and its trail lies on the south 

side of 1-90. Upon completion of the exchange, DNR's 

"block" of ownership will be sufficiently large to justify po-

tential creation of a new state forest in the Middle Fork val-

ley which, while managed primarily for timber resources,  

will also provide valuable recreation, wildlife habitat, and 
other public benefits. 

The Champion Company will inherit DNR lands near 

Morton in exchange for their ownership in the Middle 

Fork. The exchange should be finalized in June. IATC 
looks forward with great anticipation to a consolidated 
DNR ownership in this area, and to the future potential it 
creates for multiple public benefits under DNR manage-
ment. A 

Tiger Mountain State 

Forest-14 Years of Success! 
Doug McCIeIIand 

The success' of the Tiger Mountain State Forest Forest can 

be marked by the lasting partnerships created and visions 
fulfilled. In fourteen years since its establishment, the Tiger 

Mountain State Forest has exceeded all of our combined ex-
pectations. Efforts by the Issaquah Trails Club, DNR staff, t 
Commissioner of Public Lands, neighbors, recreational user l* 
and interested individuals has made it all possible. 

This year we will see the opening of the High Point and 
Tiger Summit trailheads. Acquisition of 140 acres of critical 

conservation lands including the Yerg property by Round 

Lake, Group Expert One ownership protecting the Poo Poo 

Point trail, and the signing of an option securing a key inhold-

ing above Tradition Lake. Educational trails will be complet-
ed, new bridges will be installed protecting sensitive stream 
crossings, and storm damaged trails will be repaired. 

The forest will top the $5,000,000 level in total trust in-

come with its eighth timber sale. Each sale provides income 

for schools, local taxing districts, King County, and our state's 

universities. The biosolids program will begin a third success-
ful year of forest fertilization, environmental education and 

land acquisition. A Habitat Conservation Plan, adopted in 
February, will guide our forest management into the 21st cen-
tury. 

All of these accomplishments have one common thread—

our relationship together as stewards of our state's valuable 

legacy of land. Tiger Mountain has been a learning and gro 

ing experience. Thank you for all your help. Let's work to 

make the next fourteen years equally rewarding. A 



Cascade Checkerboard Weekend and Guided 
Hikes Planned for Summer '97 
Ken Konigsmark 

Although outside the immediate range of the Issaquah 
Alps, IATC supports and wishes to encourage mem-

ber involvement in important efforts to resolve the prob-
lematic issues caused by the checkerboard ownership 
pattern in the Central Cascades. Thus, we publicize the fol-
lowing: 

The Sierra Club Cascade Checkerboard Project and the 
Washington Trails Association invite you to attend the first 
annual Checkerboard Weekend on July 26-27, or to attend 
one of the guided hikes scheduled in Checkerboard country 
through September. Enjoy a Checkerboard country adven-
ture and learn about efforts to protect forests in the Central 
Cascades. VVe'll be based at The Mountaineers Meany 
Lodge at Stampede Pass. Come for a day or the whole 
weekend. 

Checkerboard country is a legacy of the 19th century 
railroad grants. Its the vast swath of the Central Cascades 
where every other square mile is interspersed between 
USFS ownership and private timber companies, causing 
enormous problems forproper, ecological management. 
These lands include many popular hiking destinations. 

A variety of outings are scheduled, including hikes to 
Thorpe Mountain, Silver Creek, the West Fork Teanaway 
and Kelly Butte. Join a WTA trail crew on the North Fork 
Scatter Creek trail or shoot photos with Ira Spring on one 
of his favorite trails. Paddle a stretch of the Cle Elum River 
with the Washington Kayak Club. Search for unusual plants 
with the Native Plant Society. Go birding with the Seattle 
Aubudon Society—or fly over the area yourself on one of 
the flights that Lighthawk is providing. 

For a brochure and signup information, call WTA at 
625-1367, or the WTA Web site at http://wwwwta.org/ 
wta. 
Checkerboard Outings 

In addition to the Checkerboard Weekend outings,  

June 21: Silver Creek—Brenda Senturia, Native Plant Soci-
ety; 324-3086, 

8 miles RT, 1500 elevation gain. 
June 29: South Fork Taneum—Liz Tanke, WTA; 517-
7032, 

9 miles RT, 1500 elevation gain. 
August 16: Scatter Creek—Brenda Senturia, Sierra Club; 
324-3086, 

9 miles RT, 2900 elevation gain. 
August 23: Tinkam PeakllVlirror Lake—Don Potter, WTA; 
517-7032, 

7 miles RT, 1000 elevation gain. 
Sept. 20: Blowout Mountain—Brenda Senturia, Sierra 
Club; 324-3086, 

7 miles RT, 800 elevation gain. 
Sept 21:Thorpe Mountain—Ken Konigsmark, WTA; 517- 
7032, 

9 miles RT, 2750 elevation gain. 
To sign up for WTA trips, leave a message at 517-7032, the 
WTA volunteer line. For other trips, call the leader. A 

.we're also offering a series of one day trips. 
June 7: West Fork Tean away—Mark Lawler, Sierra Club;. 
632-1550, 10 miles RT, 800 elevation gain. 
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Issaclua. h Alps Trails Club Hikes and Events 
July 

Saturday, July 5, 8:30 am 
West Rattlesnake Loop 
great views of Snoqualmie 
Valley. 
3D 10 mi. 3000 ft. 
Ralph Owen 746-1070 

Sunday, July 6, 8:30 am 
Cougar-Squak Traverse; 
visit highest points of both 
mts on a one-way trip. 
3C 11 mi. 2000 ft. 
Joe Toynbee 723-6716 

Thursday, July 10, 9:00 am 
Poo Poo Pt. 
3C 8 mi. 1800 ft. 
Mary Cadigan 641-4046 

Saturday, July 12, 11:00 am 
Poo Poo Pt. hang glider 
viewing. 3C 
Bill McFerren 641-1853 

Saturday, July 12, 9:00 am 
South Tiger exploration to 
find Otter Lake. 
2B 7.5 mi. 1200 ft. 
Jamie McKenzie 746-6683 

unday, July 13, 1:00 pm 
Lake Tradition .Plateau; 
Rambling waIktcthroüh 

W 
oods and wetlands 
A5 mi. 400 ft. 

Bob Gross 529-2139 

Saturday, July 19, 9:00 am 
Tiger Mt. Nook Loop 2A 
Trudy Ecob 232-2933 

Tuesday, July 15, 10:00 am 
Goat Peak (Reichert's Hill) 
the biggest view from 
Cougar Mt. at the highest 
point of the Military Rd. 
where goats lived in mining 
days. 
2A 3 mi. 1000 ft. 
Harvey Manning 746-1017 

Sunday, July20, 1:00 pm 
Rambling on Squak Mt. 2B 
Steve Cavit 271-7780 

Saturday, July26, 9:30 am 
Woman Walk 2B 
MarilvirMrr39,2j 732 

Snday, July 27,10:00 am 
Cougar Mt. North Village 
Perimeter Trails 
2B 6 mi. 1000 ft. 
Ralph Owen 746-1070 

Tuesday, July 29, 8:30 am 
Cougar Mt.; loop on Cougar with 
views from DeLeo Wall, Far 
Country, Longview Peak, and 
Claypit Peak. 
3C 10 mi. 1500 ft. 
Fred Zeitler 882-3435 

August 

Saturday, August 2, 8:00 am 
Poo Poo Pt. 3C 
Janice Stiewing 868-7188 

Sunday, August 3, 8:30 am 
South and Middle Tiger; 
hike TMT to Milan's Crossing; 
then up Middle Tiger and return 
on S. Tiger traverse; views! 
3C 12 mi. 2300 ft. 
Fred Zeitler 882-3435 

Saturday, August 9, 9:00 am 
Cougar Mt. Coal Cr. downstream 
to Coal Cr. Parkway 3B 
Bill McFerren 641-1853 

'.i 

Thursday, August 14, 9:00 am 
Cougar Mt. wilderness loop 
from AA Park. 2B 
Mary Cadigan 641-4046 

Saturday, August 16, 9:00 an!t  
Tiger Mt.Trail from High Point 
to Dwight's Way, Ruth's Cove 
Railroad Grade and return. 2B 
Jamie,Mckenzie 746-6683 

Sunday, August 17,830 am 
Poo Poo Pt.; from Issaquah, return 
via RR grade, Nook Tr. and bus 
trail. 
3C 12 mi. 2200 ft. 
Fred Zeitler 882-3435 

Saturday, August 23, 9:00 am 
Tiger Mt. Nook Loop 2A 
Trudy Ecob 232-2933 

Monday, August 25,7:00 pm 
BOARD MEETING 
Stationmaster's House 

Saturday, August 30, 1:00 pm 
Lewis Creek Canyon-the great 
Bellevue land use disaster: 
Lakemont Blvd. construction 
(Canyon destruction) 

2A 2mi. 700 ft. 
Harvey Manning 746-1017 

turday, August 30,9:30 am 
manWa1k2B 

arilyn Moon 392-1732 

September 

Sunday, September 1, 1:00 pm 
The golf club at Newcastle; inspect 
the worst eco-crime in the history 
of Newcastle-the little city that 
couldn't. 
2A2 mi. SOOft. 
Harvey Manning 746-1017 

Saturday, September 6, 9:00 am 
Squak Mt. rendevous, 
Mt. Rainier view. 3B 
Bill McFerren 641-1853 

Sunday, September 14, 9:00 am 
Cougar Mt. Tibbets Creek Trail 
to rotting log, no lookout. 
2B 6 mi. 1200 ft. 
Jamie McKenzie 746-6683 

Wednesday, September 17, 
9:00 am 
Squak Mt. forested trails. 
Hiking boots recommended. 
2C6mi. 
Mary Cadigan 641-4046 

Saturday, September 20, 1:00 pm 
Poo Poo. Pt. where para-sails and 
hang glider launch 
3C 7 mi. 1700 ft. 
Bob Gross 529-2139 

Sunday, September21,000n 
Saddle Swamp: wetlands, birds in 
an urban wilderness. 2A 	- 
Ann Weinmann 392-9230 

Monday, September 22,7:00. pm 
BOARD MEETING 
Stationmaster's House 

Saturday, Sepiember 27,9:00 am 
Woman.Walk 2B 
Marilyn Moon 392-1732 

Tuesday, September 30,10:00 am 
Poo Poo Pt. from Hobart Rd. 
Steep trail, boots required. 
2C 4 mi. 1900 ft. 
Warren Jones 888-0262 

Monday, July 28, 7:00 pm 
BOARD•MEETING 
Stationmaster's House 



Hike Information 	 24 -HOUR llIKS HOTtIN 328-0480 
HIKE LEADERS 	 0 
The hike leaders are volunteers who have donated their time to lead people who want to hike and explore the trails in the 
Issaquah Alps and other nearby foothills (Cascades) in King Counry. Hikes are scheduled and led year-round regardless of 
weather. Minimum attendance is 3, including the leader. 

Trails in the Issaquah Alps may be good or bad, easy or hard, muddy or dusty, brushy or clear, steep or flat, easy or 
hard—or all of the above. Some are not much more than animal trails. As volunteers, neither the hike leaders, the Trails 
Club or club directors are in any way responsible or liable for hiker's comfort, transportation, property, safety, or general 
well-being while traveling to and from the trailhead or while hiking or working any trail. 

The club's sole purpose is to show hikers where the trails are and to lead the way. The public, other clubs, youth groups, 
church groups and others are welcome and wholeheartedly invited to join with the hike leader and others who want to hike 
these trails. Children under 13 should be accompanied by an. adult. Please, no pets on these hikes. 
HIKE CLASSIFICATIONS 
Each hike has a number and letter designation after it (e.g., 2C). Numbers indicate the hiking time and letters indicate the 
degree of difficulty.  
Hiking Time 
Class 1: 2 hours 
Class 2: 4 hours 
Class 3: 6 hours 
Class 4: 8 hours 

These are approximate hiking times, not including travel time to and from the trailhead (20 to 70 minutes, depending 
on the hike) and meal times (lunch will add another 20-70 minutes, depending on the mood of the group). The times are 
based on an assumption of a two mile per hour pace, with a half hour added for each 1000 feet in elevation gain. Trail con-
ditions, weather, and unexpected hazards can extend the hiking time. 
Degree of Difficulty 

little or no elevation gain, up to 500 feet, no difficulties for average walker 
some climbing: up to 1200 feet, or some other difficulty 
more climbing: up to 2500 feet, or some other difficulty 
much climbing: over 2500 feet elevation gain 
This is an estimated degree of difficulty. Most trails in the Issaquah Alps are not up to the high standards of state and 

national parks. Issaquah Trails can be very steep in parts or muddy and brushy. Hikers may gain 1000 feet in just one mile 
of a five-mile, 1500-foot elevation gain hike. Sometimes there are trees to climb over or nettles and berry bushes to beat 
through. Short doesn't automatically mean easy and long doesn't automatically mean tough. 
HIKE DESCRIPTION MODIFIERS 
Leader's Choice: The leader had not decided where to hike before publication of the hike schedule. 
Trail Party: Trail maintenance work party. 
Exploratory: The leader goes cross country off the main trail system to explore animal trails, canyons, old logging roads, or 
old railroad grades. Expect to go through brush, over logs, tiptoe through wildflowers and/or mud and have a good time 
hiking where others seldom tread. 
Family Hike: For parents and children. Easy pace. Call leader for hike particulars. 
NOTE: 
Group hikes do not lend themselves to pets. Please leave your pets at home when coming on a Trail's Club hike. 

Cascade Checkerboard Weekend and Guided 
Hikes Planned for Summer '97 
Ken Konigsmark 

Although outside the immediate range of the Issaquah 
Alps, IATC supports and wishes to encourage mem-

ber involvement in important efforts to resolve the prob-
lematic issues caused by the checkerboard ownership 
pattern in the Central Cascades. Thus, we publicize the fol-
lowing: 

The Sierra Club Cascade Checkerboard Project and the 
Washington Trails Association invite you to attend the first 
annual Checkerboard Weekend on July 26-27, or to attend 
one of the guided hikes scheduled in Checkerboard country 
through September. Enjoy a Checkerboard country adven-
ture and learn about efforts to protect forests in the Central 
Cascades. We'll be based at The Mountaineers Meany 
Lodge at Stampede Pass. Come for a day or the whole 
weekend. . Checkerboard country is a legacy of the 19th century 
railroad grants. Its the vast swath of the Central Cascades 
where every other square mile is interspersed between 
USFS ownership and private timber companies, causing 
enormous problems for proper, ecological management. 
These lands include many popular hiking destinations. 

A variety of outings are scheduled, including hikes to 
Thorpe Mountain, Silver Creek, the West Fork Teanaway 
and Kelly Butte. Join a WTA trail crew on the North Fork 
Scatter Creek trail or shoot photos with Ira Spring on one 
of his favorite trails. Paddle a stretch of the Cle Elum River 
with the Washington Kayak Club. Search for unusual plants 
with the Native Plant Society. Go birding with the Seattle 
Aubudon Society—or fly over the area yourself on one of 
the flights that Lighthawk is providing. 

For a brochure and signup information, call WTA at 
625-1367, or the WTA Web site at http://www.wta.org/ 
wta. 

June 21: Silver Creek—Brenda Senturia, Native Plant Soci-
ety; 324-3086, 

8 miles RT, 1500 elevation gain. 
June 29: South Fork Taneum—Liz Tanke, WTA; 517-
7032, 

9 miles RT, 1500 elevation gain. 
August 16: Scatter Creek—Brenda Senturia, Sierra Club; 
324-3086, 

9 miles RT, 2900 elevation gain. 
August 23: Tinkam Peak/Mirror Lake—Don Potter, WTA; 
517-7032, 

7 miles RT, 1000 elevation gain. 
Sept. 20: Blowout Mountain—Brenda Senturia, Sierra 
Club; 324-3086, 

7 miles RT, 800 elevation gain. 
Sept 21: Thorpe Mountain—Ken Konigsmark, WTA; 517- 
7032, 

9 miles RT, 2750 elevation gain. 
To sign up for WTA trips, leave a message at 517-7032, the 
WTA volunteer line. For other trips, call the leader. A 

Checkerboard Outings 
In addition to the Checkerboard Weekend outings, 

0 
we're also offering a series of one day trips. 
June 7: West Fork Teanaway—Mark Lawler, Sierra Club; 
632-1550, 10 miles RT, 800 elevation gain. 

Continued next page— 
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Hike Info rmàtion 	 24 llOUR HIKES IIOTIJNE 328-0480 
HIKE LEADERS 

The hike leaders are volunteers who have donated their time to lead people who want to hike and explore the trails in the 

Issaquah Alps and other nearby foothills (Cascades) in King County. Hikes are scheduled and led year-round regardless of 

weather. Minimum attendance is 3, including the leader. 

Trails in the Issaquah Alps may be good or bad, easy or hard, muddy or dusty, brushy or clear, steep or flat, easy or 

hard—or all of the above. Some are not much more than animal trails. As volunteers, neither the hike leaders, the Trails 

Club or club directors are in any way responsible or liable for hiker's comfort, transportation, property, safety, or general 

well-being while traveling to and from the trailhead or while hiking or working any trail. 

The club's sole purpose is to show hikers where the trails are and to lead the way. The public, other clubs, youth groups, 

church groups and others are welcome and wholeheartedly invited to join with the hike leader and others who want to hike 

these trails. Children under 13 should be accompanied by an. adult. Please, no pets on these hikes. 

HIKE CLASSIFICATIONS 
Each hike has a number and letter designation after it (e.g., 2C). Numbers indicate the hiking time and letters indicate the 

degree of difficulty. 

Hiking Time 

Class 1: 2 hours 

Class 2: 4 hours 

Class 3: 6 hours 

Class 4: 8 hours 

These are approximate hiking times, not including travel time to and from the trailhead (20 to 70 minutes, depending 

on the hike) and meal times (lunch will add another 20-70 minutes, depending on the mood of the group). The times are 

based on an assumption of a two mile per hour pace, with a half hour added for each 1000 feet in elevation gain. Trail con-

ditions, weather, and unexpected hazards can extend the hiking time. 

Degree of Difficulty 

little or no elevation gain, up to 500 feet, no difficulties for average walker 

some climbing: up to 1200 feet, or some other difficulty 

more climbing: up to 2500 feet, or some other difficulty 

much climbing: over 2500 feet elevation gain 

This is an estimated degree of difficulty. Most trails in the Issaquah Alps are not up to the high standards of state and 

national parks. Issaquah Trails can be very steep in parts or muddy and brushy. Hikers may gain 1000 feet in just one mile 

of a five-mile, 1500400t elevation gain hike. Sometimes there are trees to climb over or nettles and berry bushes to beat 

through. Short doesn't automatically mean easy and long doesn't automatically mean tough. 

HIKE DESCRIPTION MODIFIERS 

Leader's Choice: The leader had not decided where to hike before publication of the hike schedule. 

Trail Party: Trail maintenance work party. 

Exploratory: The leader goes cross country off the main trail system to explore animal trails, canyons, old logging roads, or 

old raikoad grades. Expect to go through brush, over logs, tiptoe through wildflowers and/or mud and have a good time 

hiking where others seldom tread. 

Family Hike: For parents and children. Easy pace. Call leader for hike particulars. 

NOTE: 

Group hikes do not lend themselves to pets. Please leave your pets at home when coming on a Trail's Club hike. 

Continued next page— 
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MEETING PLACE 	 . 
Trails Club hikes meet in the parking lot at the corner of 1st and Bush next to the "IATC Clubhouse," the little yellow 
Stationmaster's house. To get there, take Exit 17 (Issaquah Front Street) from Interstate 90 and turn south into down-
town Issaquah. Go about one mile through town on Front Street past the light at Sunset and turn left on Bush Street. Go 
block and turn into the lot on the left. Park beside the Clubhouse or on the east side of the concrete bumpers opposite the 
Issaquah Food Bank. Do NOT park on the side of the bumpers closest to the Food Bank. 
CLOTHING 
Dress for the Pacific Northwest outdoors—expect rain, snow, sunshine, fog and everything in between. Bring extra cloth-
ing, rain gear, food, drink, matches, flashlight and first aid supplies. Wear comfortable hiking boots or biking shoes. 
TRAIL MAINTENANCE 
Volunteers organize and schedule trail maintenance parties periodically as listed in the hike schedule. These work parties 
meet at the same plce as the regular hikes (see "Meeting Place" above). The Club is well supplied with heavy trail mainte-
nance tools, but workers may also bring their own loppers, weed whackers and other tools. Trail work parties last at least 
four hours. Trail maintenance is vita/to the Club's work and an integralpart of the DNR managementplanfor Tiger Mountain. 
Work parties must limit their activity to those trails listed by DNR as scheduled for maintenance—no construction of new 
trails is allowed. Work parties area great way to meet people! Individuals and groups are also encourage to adopt a trail, or 
section of trail, and be responsible for maintaining it. A 

----------------------------------------- 
ISSdqudh Alps Nils Club MembersNp Appli(dtion. 

10 
1 P.O.Box351, Issaquah, WA 98027 	. 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 	IJ New 	13 Renewal 	 I 

I 	JAnnualRegularDues ........................................ $15 	. 	 I 
I 	IJ Annual Contributing Dues ..............................$25 	 I 
I C1 Lifetime Membership ....................................$200 	 I 
I 	U Limited Income .................................................$6 	 I 

A All memberships cover the entire family. 

A A regular annual family membership is $15. This covers the cost of printing and mailing the Alpiner and a part of the club's 

I overhead expenses. 	 I 
I A Contributing memberships at $25 or more 	 I 
I 	cover the rest of the club's overhead expenses and allow us some financial leeway in planning special events, publishing trail 	I 
I 	guides and keeping our trail maintenance tool supply fit and ample. 	 I 

A Lifetime memberships at $200 give us room to be creative and visionary, to venture forth on projects othrwise beyond our 

i means and dreams. 	 I 

I 	0 I would like to get involved with the dub's activities. Please send me a volunteer questionnaire. 	 I 
L - - .... 
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25th Anniversary of Tiger Mt. 
Trail—A Glorious Hike! 

Activist's Corner—SE 
Bypass Will Affect Trails, 
Make Your Voice Heard!!!! 
Christina Jackson 

Ken Konigsmark 

A glorious cross-Tiger hike on 

May 10th marked the 25th 

anniversary of the concep-

tion of the Tiger Mountain Trail 

(TMT), the finest near-city, wildiand 

trail in the nation. This 16-mile trail 

was the result of a labor of love for 

many dedicated volunteers in IATC, 

who donated thousands of hours to the 

construction and maintenance of this 

beautiful trail. It was a special, very en-

joyable treat for me and 40 others to 

traverse the length of this trail with 

fellow club members and with those 

who led the effort to get it built. Those 

of us who now enjoy the result of their 

efforts owe these people our gratitude. 

I liken them all to heroes and heroines 

for what they did and for how they 

persevered in completing such a mon-

umental task. I can't name them all, 

but they know who they are. On behalf 

of all IATC members and the public, 

THANKS for your heroic efforts! 

Following the above comments, 

now is a good time to remember that 

IATC is purely a volunteer organiza-

tion with no paid staff, and with ac-

complishments and influence that 

come only through the dedicated ef-

forts of people who care and donate  

their time to club matters, whether it 

be the guided hike program, trail 

maintenance, advocacy issues, publica-

tions, administrative duties, or all of 

the other tasks required of our organi-

zation. Somehow, all the pieces con-

tinue to fall together to make this 

group run. If you'd like to help in these 

matters, please give me a call. An-

other successful event this quarter was 

our Annual Potluck dinner, held on 

April 25th. Fifty attendees enjoyed in-

teresting presentations on the Cougar 

Mountain Meadow Project, the origi-

nal Mountains to Sound Greenway 

March, and on the history of the Tiger 

Mountain Trail. Plan to join us next 

year at this great event. 

The City of Issaquah has an-

nounced the opening of a Resource 

Conservation Library at City Hall 

North offices (next to the Holiday 

Inn). As publicized, the library will 

provide citizens, teachers, and busi-

nesses with environmental tools, 

projects, and practices with the goal of 

increasing Issaquah's stewardship and 

environmental understanding. Re-

source materials are on hand as well as 

expertise from City staff. Drop by to 

check it our if interested, or call 391-

1004 to learn more. A 

News From King County 

Volunteers are always needed at 

the native plant holding facility 

to water, transplant, and otherwise care 

for salvaged native plants. Flexible 

times; weekdays preferred. Call Cindy 

Young at 296-8065 to volunteer. A 

There are currently several differ 

ent alternatives on the table for 

the SE bypass road planned to connect 

1-90 with the Issaquah Hobart Road 

south of town. Although the IATC 

would prefer that no road be built at 

all, the board has concluded that a 

road is inevitable, and that we should 

make our voice heard for the option 

affecting trails and wildlife habitat the 

least, and most enhancing the recre-

ational opportunities of the Issaquah 

Alps. Alternative 5 South (see Is-

saquah press, 4-30-97) runs along high 

ground east of the LDS church south 

of town. This route would be a two 

lane road instead of four lanes, thus 

decreasing the traffic noise that would 

be heard on trails on the tradition pla-

teau. This route also would include 

bike lanes built away from the bypass 

road as opposed to other plans which 

construct them right next to traffic. In 

addition, this route opens up the possi-

bility of a future park and ride south 

of town, connected by bike routes, that 

could be used on weekends as parking 

for additional trail heads on city owned 

parcels south of town. This option 

seems to have the least impact on wet-

lands in the area as well. 

The city council has a hard deci-

sion ahead of them, and public input 

in favor of this route is desperately 

needed. Several Council members are 

leaning toward other less favorable op-

tions and we need to change their 

minds!!! Please send letters in support 

of Alternative 5 south to: Issaquah 

City Council, P0 Box 1307, Issaquah, 

WA, 98027-1307. A 
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100 Acres Of Public Lands 
Added To Rattlesnake 
Ken Konigsmark 

I n a ceremony held on April 26th and attended by Sena 

tor Gorton, Governor Locke, Undersecretary of Agri-

culturejim Lyons, and hosted by Mountains to Sound 

Greenway Preside'nt Jim Ellis, 1100 acres of land previously 

owned by Plum Creek Timber and the Weyerhaeuser Com-

pany was transferred in ownership to Washington Depart-

ment of Natural Resources for management as working 

forestland. This large block of land abuts the scenic Sno-

qualmie Winery at 1-90 Exit 27, and with its acquisition, 

now provides a continuous link of publi5ly-owned land 

across the face of Rattlesnake Mountain from the Winery 

to Rattlesnake Lake. 
In a complex deal managed expertly by the Trust for 

Public Land (a land conservancy organization), the land 

was purchased by combining funds from the Forest Service 

orest Legacy Program with funds provided by King Coun-

Water Pollution Control Department as part of the Bio-

solids Forestry Program, which IATC supported three years 

ago. Land which already had fire hydrants installed in prep-

aration for future residential development will now, instead, 

be managed forever as working forestland by DNR. And, in 

the future, we anticipate a cross- Rattlesnake trail system 

that will provide added mileage for hikers to enjoy in this 

region. Congratulations to all the parties involved for mak-

ing this important addition to Rattlesnake Mountain possi-

blé! A 

Trail Center Needs Volunteers 

Would you like to see the Issaquah Trails Center 

staffed on weekends? Perhaps someone to sell 

books, answer questions from visitors and new hikers, and 

open -the restrooms? This concept is still in the planning 

stages, but the Trails Club is looking for volunteers willing 

- to be Trail Docents. If this sounds like the job for you—call 

Walena McCrone at 392-3466.A 

WomanWalk IV a Real 
Success! 
Marilyn Moon 

T  his year's WomanWalk kick-off event was a real suc 

cess! 	 -. 

- 	Okay, great, but what is success, particularly if you're 

talking about hiking? Does it mean all the women who 

turned out for the day's event made it up to the top of Tiger 

3? No. Does it mean we had hundreds of women show up? 

No. Does it mean all those who hiked got a top-notch aero-

bic work-out, burning off calories the-equivalent of a whole 

pizza pie? No. 

I'll tell you my definition of success of this event. Of the 

three dozen women who participated, nearly one-half of 

them had not-hiked before. This was an opportunity for 

IATC to introduce new folks to trails of the Issaquah Alps. 

And more than that, the real success was having an oppor-

tunity for women to hike who might not ordinarily hike by 

themselves. 	- - - 

What did occur was this: about one-third of the group 

opted for a more leisurely pace, hiking with me, on some 

loop-de-loops in the Lake Tradition area of Tiger Mt. 

About a third chose to go with Margaret Macleod, area 

trails coordinator (Issaquah Parks and Recreation co-spon-

sors this program), who selected a moderate hike covering 

Tiger Mt.'s Section Line Trail and Adventure Trail, and the 

remaining group struck out for Tiger 3 summit, the most 

elevation gain of the 3 hikes, with hike leader Jeanne 

Rameau of Bellingham (my sister!). 

Returning to the Issaquah Trail Center between 4-5 

pm, groups reconvened for a very simple potluck outside in 

the sunshine, enjoying camaraderie, munchies, and sharing 

trail stories and jokes. 	 - 

Does this sound like fun or what?! If you'd like more in-

formation, please phone Marilyn Moon at (425) 392- - 

1732 or e-mail her at WomanWalk@aol.com. WomanWalk 

hikes are free, as with all IATC hikes, open to women of all 

ages, and are held on the last Saturday of each month, 

through October 1997. Participants are asked to bring their 

own water, clothing appropriate to the weather,-snacks, and 

wear good hiking shoes/boots. A 



Issaquah Alps Trails Club Mail Order Ser*e 	 0 
P.O. Box 351, Issaquah, WA 98027 
A Flowering of the Issaquah Alps—Revised! 
By Fred and Ann Weinmann and Harvey Manning. 1996 updated edition. This new edition lists trees, shrubs, ferns and 
flowers found in the Issaquah Alps. Flowers are listed by color, season when flowering, and where many of the plants can 
be found. $9.00 (includes shipping and handling) 

A Guide to Trails of Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park, Coal Creek Park, May Creek Park 
By Harvey Manning and Ralph Owen. 1990 updated edition. This new edition brings you all the old favorites plus new 
favorites—new trails on the west side connecting to Renton and May Creek plus all new maps! $10.00 (includes map listed 
below, tax and shipping) 

A Guide to Trails of Tiger Mountain 
By Bill Longwell. 1995 revised edition. Updated trail information plus the new East Tiger Trail and new DNR trails. Plus 
encounters with animals. $10.00 (includes map listed below, tax and shipping) 

A The Coals ofNewcastle:A Hundred Years ofHidden History 
By Richard K. McDonald and Lucille McDonald. A complete history of the once-thriving coal mining area on Cougar 
Mountain, now hidden from all but hikers. More than 100 photos, four maps and Tim O'Brian's account of the incredible 
Seattle and Walla Walla Railroad. $12.00 (includes tax and shipping) 

A Eastside Family Hikes 
By Peggy Barchi. 1995 revised and updated edition. Descriptions of family hikes (annotated for stroller use and picnick-
ing) on the Eastside. $3.00 (includes tax and shipping) 

A Tiger Mt. map, 1995 revision, $2.00 (includes tax and shipping) 

A Cougar Mt. map $2.00 (includes tax and shipping) 

A Tradition Lake map Free with self-addressed stamped envelope. 

A T-Shirt: "Issaquah Alps Trails Club" Specify size (S,M,L,XL,XXL) color (blue or white) and sleeve length. Short sleeve: 
$13.00, long sleeve: $17.00. 

A T-Shirt: 'Mountains to Sound March" Specify size (5, M, L, XL). $11.00. All shirts are blue and short-sleeved. 

Issaquah Alps Trails Club 
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Issaquah, WA 98027 
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