








IT'S NOW OFFICIAL: THE COUGAR MOUNTAIN REGIONAL WILDLAND PARK

The Historical Event that happened June 2 was the report by Randy Revelle,
who at Return I had signed the Newcastle ordinance making the park a matter
of county policy, and at Return II had anncunced acquisition of the final
mile of the Seattle and Walla Walla Railroad. Yesterday he announced:

1. The acquisition, over the past year, of Wilderness Creek

2. The acquisition, as announced May 21 atop Anti-Aircraft Peak
(where Randy in the fall of 1981, as a candidate for King
County Executive, declared the park to be atop his priority
1ist, and in the Spring of 1982, as elected Executive,
affirmed his plans) of nearly 1100 acres connecting the
Seattle and Walla Walla Railroad to Wilderness Creek--the
core corridor, comprehending the area of the Ford Slope,

Far Country, Coal Creek Falls, Klondike Swamp and Lame
Bear Swamp.

3. The consumnation of the exchange between the State Department
of Natural Resources and King County that cained 240 acres
for the park in the Wilderness. (By the way, give Brian
Boyle and his DNR folks and A+ on this. Jo Bob says check
it out.) -- This was formally completed only the Friday
before Return III, and Randy saved it up to surprise me,
too.

4. A good beginning to discussion with Burlington-Northern
concerning land exchanges for the nearly 1000 acres it owns--
and we must have--on Wilderness Peak and Marshall's Hill.

Certain acute observers in the press have noted that the establishment
of so large a park in so controversial an area in so short a time has
owed much to the diligence of citizens and govermment, but much, too,
to historical "oddities." Among the chief of these, surely, is that in
1981 Randy Revelle came charging out of the Seattle City Council and
defeated the incumbent County Executive. The Trails Club glumly knew
that with the former incumbent, we'd have got Wally's string of sausage
parks; with Randy, we're on the verge of achieving our optimum park.

We also were honored yesterday by remarks from County Council President
Gary Grant, who expressed his sentimental attachment to the park area by
recalling that when he was@lad Cougar Mountain was where he used to

drive his wife-to-be when they were in a mood to study the stars. 1
first met Gary when Barbara Johnson and I donned our city clothes and
went downtown to the Court House to try our hand at "lobbying." He
welcomed us to the Court House, assured us we received just as much
attention as the Court House Gang who, so far as we could see, never left
the corridors except to hang ou in the Issaquah City Hall. Through the
years he was ever-ready to tell us exactly where we stood, and what we
ought to do. At the end, having become Council President, he so directed
the order of business that -- what's more to say? -~ we got the money
without which any great scheme is pure smoke.
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